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SUBJECT: A SMALL STEP TOWARD CIVILIAN RULE 

REF: OUAGADOUGOU 2198 

1 . THE VOLT AN GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED THAT A SPECIAL MEET- 
ING OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS WAS HELD JUNE 21 TO CON- 
SIDER THE NEW DRAFT OF THE CONSTITUTION. SEVERAL MORE 
SUCH MEETINGS WOULD BE HELD, THE ANNOUNCEMENT SAID, AND 
THE NEXT WOULD BE JULY 8. THE ANNOUNCEMENT GAVE NO 
ESTIMATE ON WHEN A CONSTITUTIONAL REFERENDUM MIGHT BE 
HELD. 

2. THIS MOVE, COMING AFTER TWO MONTHS OF SILENCE ON THE 
QUESTION, IS PROBABLY JUST ENOUGH TO KEEP POLITICIANS 
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FROM OBJECTING PUBLICALLY ABOUT THE SLOW PACE TOWARD TIE 
RETURN TO CIVILIAN RULE. 
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